HERE   IS   FREEDOM                             IOQ

State remained and Caesar was gone. He already seemed
merely a name, like Marius and Sulla, like any of the passing
disruptors of the system. The lightning-flash is awful while
it lasts, but it doesn't last long. Caesar had lightened, and
vanished, leaving the memory of stark light that revealed
queer cavities and distortions, unguessed scurrying forms, a
sudden intolerable earth.

Now the authority of the upper families, the power of the
landlords, was to reassert itself; the sacredness of property,
even if gained by usury or oppression; the supremacy of
money and birth; law and order.

The air on the Capitol exhilarated* The Sky-god was
at one's elbow as one gazed down on Rome, on all the roofs,
the lazily curling smoke-wreaths. Rome's destiny was easily
read from the height. Cleave to the law, do your duty, and
strike down the transgressor, be he father or brother or son.
The senators chatted, impressed by the greatness of the fate
with which they were honoured. The face of Caesar receded
more and more.

Gassius called the gathering to some state of order, A
decision must be reached. An official meeting of the Senate
must be called. Quickly the routine of Republican gover-
nment must be restored: all depended on that. But Antonius,
now the highest officer of the State, had the prerogative of
calling the meeting.

Cicero rose. He had listened with scorn to the vague and
dilatory optimism of the speakers. Certainly there should
be a meeting of the Senate. Why should not Brutus, the
second official of the State, and a fully qualified curule magis-
trate, formally declare the present gathering a sufficient
session? They were on duly consecrated ground. Let the
magistrates there present take instant control of the Sj^te*
Let all others be given twenty-four hours to $igi*ify flteir
readiness to swear fealty to the constitution. After that^ let
them be deposed by an Ultimate Decree, Let messengers
be despatched at once to all the more respectable municipali-
ties asking for money and volunteers. Let a corps of citfoen-
defenders be founded at Rome before nightfall. If this course
was followed, there would be a likelihood of success. Every
other course was more than doubtful.